AmeriCorps recruiting Energy Express summer mentors throughout West Virginia

Are you a graduating high school senior or currently enrolled in college?  Do you need money for school, books, and rent?  Looking for a boost to your resume? Want to earn college credit while completing a fun, invigorating AmeriCorps program that supports your community?  Energy Express may be the solution for you!

Energy Express is a nationally acclaimed AmeriCorps summer reading and nutrition program that makes reading fun for approximately 3,000 of West Virginia’s children.  AmeriCorps mentors in Energy Express complete service through AmeriCorps and, in return, receive a $1600 summer living allowance, a $1000 education award that can be used for up to seven years for tuition and college loans, and 300 community service hours.  
The AmeriCorps mentor’s service includes working with a small group of children to help make reading meaningful and fun in the children’s lives as well as becoming involved in their communities by making home visits and completing a community service project.  Specific tasks include making daily lesson plans for the children’s activities, planning and conducting art and drama projects for the children, and playing non-competitive games with the children.  All of these tasks help contribute to a special bond between the mentor and the children in the group.

In the summer of 2007, Energy Express had 78 sites in 41 counties across West Virginia; this makes for great options no matter where “home” is.  Plans are already underway for another  fun filled summer of Energy Express statewide.  From June 10 to August 1, 2008, mentors will be making a difference in the lives of youth in their communities.
   
Graduating high school seniors and currently enrolled college students who will be 18 years of age before June 10, 2008 are invited to apply to serve as Energy Express AmeriCorps mentors.  Applications are available online at www.energyexpress.wvu.edu or by calling the Energy Express office at (304) 293-3855.  The application deadline is March 1, 2008 or until all positions are filled.  The AmeriCorps program, Energy Express, is under the leadership of the WVU Extension Service 4-H Youth Development Program, and is funded in part by grantd from the West Virginia Department of Education and the Arts and the West Virginia Commission for National and Community Service.  The Commission encourages West Virginians of all ages to be involved in service to their community.
