Print Rich Room Set-up

Talking Points (to accompany the power point presentation)
Slide One:

Before Kids Come

· Photograph, video or diagram the layout of the room. This will ensure that all furniture and equipment is returned to its original position.

· If furniture is stored elsewhere.  LABEL the pieces for easy retrieval later.

Slide Two:

Furniture

· Decide what furniture will be needed to create activity centers

· Place that furniture in position

· Move all remaining furniture to the sides of the room and/or in other storage within the building

· Cover ALL furniture with sheets, plastic or paper to ensure that the furniture is kept in good condition while in use

Slide Three:

Use paper, plastic or sheets

· Covering the furniture provides additional display area for children’s work

Slide Four:

Every Room

· A checklist of items to be created, displayed and used in each AmeriCorps mentor’s room:  children’s names three times, cubbies for each child, daily schedule (large and legible), art and writing supplies, lots of books, reading nook, word wall or word books

· In younger children’s rooms, label items 

Slide Five:

· Display each child’s name 3 times within the room, BEFORE, they arrive.  Examples:  on covered door, cubbies, word wall, or included in any of the activity centers.
Slide Six:

· Create a personal space for each child in your group.  A cubby area will keep their personal items organized and easily accessible.
Slide Seven:  

· Locate an area and hang a (poster size) daily schedule.  The schedule should be visible from the center of the room.  The schedule can be used as a transition tool with your group.
Slide Eight:

· Organize plenty of art and writing supplies and make sure they are easily accessible.
Slide Nine:

· Lots of books, many related to the weekly theme, should be well-displayed.
Slide Ten:

· Create a reading nook with your group using found objects, furniture in the room, old refrigerator boxes, etc.
Slide Eleven:

· Creative, open, inviting, child generated reading nook.

Slide Twelve: 

· Remember for Word Walls:
· At the appropriate height for your group

· Writing table placed IN FRONT of the word wall

· White cards, black letters, standard print (block lettering)

· Nothing fancy!

Slide Twelve:
· Remember for Word Books:

· Children use the word books when writing about activities

· Kept easily accessible

· Created by the children

Slide Thirteen:
· Rooms for Younger Children should have furniture, supplies and activity areas labeled.  This additional print helps the child read and identify commonly used words.

Slide Fourteen and Fifteen:

· Look closely at the slide.  Based on what you have learned about room set-up, identify what makes the room preparation good.  

Slide Sixteen:

· Important points to remember!  Make the room inviting, allow plenty of space for children, set-up activity areas, guide children in creating the print-rich environment.  

· Keep these in mind as you begin to arrange your room for the first day.

